HE ALT  K ! 

t 300CT51 
c.n.  53 


* T 
*wi 


High  Street;, 
CHATTERIS. 
CaniUs , 


To  the  Chairman  & Members  of 
Chatteris  Urban  District  Coimcilo 

Gen  blenenp 

I herewith  suhnit  viy  report  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1950*- 

Arccc  of  Parish  15719  Acres 

Estimated  residents 

mid  1950  ■ 5500 

Rateable  Value  £lo694 

Produce  of  Id  rate  £72 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  1700 

The  main  industry  of  the  area  is  agricultural 
with  one  light  engineering  works  eraploying  approx  80  - 
100  people. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  Total 

Births^  Live  59 

Legitimate  59 

Illegitimate 

Still  Births  2 

Legitimate  2 

Deaths  52 

Deaths  (infants 

•under  1 year)  4 

Legitimate  4 


The  cliief  causes  of  death  were- 

Heart  diseases 

Patent  DucfU's  Arteriosus 
Senilitv 
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■'  Colon 
■■  Breast 
Rectum 
*■'  Ovary 

Naso  Pharynx 

Bronchitis 
Broncho  ?r-eujronia 
Apoplexy 

Congestive  Failure 
Sun  Stroke 

Infantile  Convalsicns 
Atelectosis  of  lung 
S'Uicide 

Uraemin  Retention 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
Carcinoma  of  Liver 
Endocarditis  Diabetes 
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Females 
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Fergale 
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(Birth  rate 

10.72  ner  1000 
pop*  ) 


( still  birth 
rates  53»88  per 
1000  live  births) 
( Death  rate  9*45 
per  1000  popO 


( Rate  per  1000 
live  births  67.79) 
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There  v/cre  nu  der.ths  froM  ini’cctions  disease 
or  01  children  under  tv/o  yc:\rs  fron  diarrhoea* 

Throur^hout  tJic  periof’  mrler  rsvieiv  there  arere 
practically  no  epidenic  1'ct:id  of  disease*  a11  cases 
v/ere  essentially  spoirdic.  &uch  a condition  points  tvO 
every  definite  ;;eneral  efficiency  of  tho  sanitary 
provision  of  tlie  tov..n. 

Death  rates  coripare  very  favourable  with  the 
Senercl  death  rate  for  En;;;laiad  Sc  Wales*  There  is 
good  evidence  that  the  population  is  in  extra iely 
^ood  health  anid  consequently  naxinori  contribution 
is  bcirr^  nade  toiy  rds  the  increase  of  agricultural 
prcductivity* 

GSr*£R;J.  PROYISIOh  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  P’OR  THE  AREA. 


1*  Stall  - Public  Health  Officers 


a)  One  psrt  tine  aedical  Officer 

One  v.'hoio  tine  Sanitary  Inspector. 

b)  One  District  Hursc  is  provided  by  the  County 
Ceiuioil  in  conjunction  v/ith  the  Local  District 
H ur  sin  g A s s u c i a t i on  * 

c)  ft  District  Hiclwiie  of  the  County  Cowicil  service 
and  schools'  and  •■iatemal  anci  Qhild  V/oIfare 
Clini.es  sro  provided  for  the  District. 
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aj  Public  Kecilth  (ihaendnont)  Act  I89O  Parts  Vil  x IV 
b)  Public  He:iith  /\cts  (Araendnent  )Act  1907 
cj  Infection  Dise-.se  (Prevention) net  I89O 
d;  Private  Street  Works  iict,  I89D. 


Eyeiaws  are  in  force  as  to  slaughter  houses, 
public  Dleasure  grounds,  ccjrnon  lodging  houses  and 
nev  street  and  buildings. 


5.  Pathological  investigations  are  carried  c.-ut  under 
arrangenent  v:ith  King  Edwara  Vlll  iIe:-ioriai  Institute, 


antitoxin  is  provided  for  ca-ses  requirin 
it.  In-aUiilsatioii  against  diptheria  is  carried  out  by 
the  County  Health  Service.  Infectious  di.sease  patient 
requiring  hos.rital  treatment  have  been  dealt  with  at 
Cw:; bridge  Infectious  Hospital.  Arrungenents  with  Ely 
Isoliticn  Hospital  have  existed  but  have  not  yet  been 
utili.sed. 


For  non  infectious  cases  requiring  hospital 
treat 'ent  in  addition  to  Aduenbrooxe^ s Hcspitrl  and 
Peterberrouan  Ao-.v.orial  Hospital,  tnc  hOvSpital  et 
Doddingten  is  now  available. 
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SMITaRY  CIRCOliSTimCES  OF  THE  ARKA . 


Water . In  tlie  past'  a constant  suppl;/-  of  water  has  "been 
provided  by  the  U.D.Co  being  purchased  in  bulk  from 
the  Wisbech  Water  Company,  On  1st  October  1950  a Board 
was  formed  comprising  all  local  authorities  witMn  the 
Water  Company' s area  of  supply^  which  took  over  from 
Wisbech  Water  Company  the  supply  of  vra.ter  throughout 
the  area.  The  U.D.C,  thus  ceased  to  be  the  water 
undertaking. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. This  is  on  a gravitation  system 
and  thanks  to  the  situation  of  the  tovm  secures  a high 
degree  of  natural  efficiency  in  its  working. 
Unfortunately  the  major  part  of  the  town's  sewers 
discharge  into  open  djdres  leading  to  the  fens.  Work 
is  in  progress  on  the  construction  of  a sewage  disposa 
works  to  '.take  approximately  a cuarter  of  the  town'  s 
sevrers.  With  the  ever  increase  of  building  about  the 
area  the  outfalls  of  the  sewers  into  the  dykes  are 
gradually  getting  nearer  to  occupied  dwellings  and 
unless  there  is  some  provision  made  in  the  near  future 
for  the  adequate  treatment  of  the  sewage  from  these 
outfalls  a grave  danger  to  the  health  of  the  town 
will  arise. 

PUBLI C CLZAl-j SIB G . House  refuse  is  cleared  by  the 
Council' s scavenging  carts  on  a basis  of  weekly 
interval  v;ith  special  arrangements  for  shops  and. 
susiness  premises.  Labour  shortage  has  hampered 
final  dis'oosai  of  baling  of  tins  and  some  controlled 
tipping  has  been  efficiently  carried  out. 

FOOD.  All  the  premises  of  food  retailers  were 
inspected  and  the  conditions  thereof  found 
satisfactory.  Where  minor  defects  were  found  the 
necessarv  seeps  to  remedy  the  defects  were  taken 
cuicklj,’'. 

SCHOOLS . These  arc  all  supplied  with  a piped  water 
supply  and  the  general  sanitary  conditions  found 
to  be  vvell  kept  and  cuite  satisfactcrj/-, 

LUTRITIOL . Broadly  speaking  the  limitation  of 
"uantity  and  quality  of  available  rationed  foods 
have  had  an  adverse  effect  on  the  nutrition  of 
people  at  large ^ least  so  in  those  entitled  to 
special  rations  and  lias  diminished  pov/ers  of 
endurance  and  power  of  recovery  from  illness  and 
■resisting  disease.  Each  7/ear  necessitated  the  closer 
study  of  the  comparative  values  op?  various  articles 
:i  available  food  if  the  health  of  the  community 
is  to  be  maintained  at  its  best. 

Attached  ie  a co'pj  of  the  state  of  Factories 
".nd  'Torkshoos  in  the  area. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b2909950x 


?v.r.V.nLE.NCF;  AKD  OOr^TKOL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


The  yo.'T’  rrhod  '-y  TreohO'i  ' rcv''.  coir'o  •;!(; 

c;.scj-'  of  i n ~cc  uioa  o(;cu'"rod  rs 


Gcr.r.let  Fever 
V'lioopin:;  Cou  pi 
hec^slco  (exclvAiuv 
ruhelle) 
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HOUSING 


Council 


Post  Uar  Tiou»sin..~  Houss: 
PrivateEnteroriso  Asses 


Total  nunber  let 
in  Contracts 


Ex  c 1 : P r e f • • hr  i c -a  t cd 
Houses) 
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Signed:  A.  8.  WATSON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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